Brief comment text:

The Winston County Amateur Radio Club has a membership of 45.At our last meeting there were 18 members present.  After the reading anddiscussion of all 25 pages of the FCC NPRM, we were all in generalconcordance with most of the items proposed under RM-9148, RM-9150, andRM-9196.  There are two items on which there was unanimous opinion; (1)If there is to be a grandfathering of Novice Class licensees holders,there should also be the same extended to the Technician-plus licenseholders.  Not to do so would be an injustice and a denial of privilege tothose who have earned them.  We feel that the entry-level license shouldbe the present Technician-Plus with the present privileges.  (2) Youshould retain the present three levels of code requirement, with the 5WPM applied to the entry level license class, whatever you call it, withthe present requirements for General, Advance, and Extra class to remainas they are. Lowering code standards would be an injustice to thethousands of hams that have shown their interest in Ham Radio byexpending the time and effort necessary to acquire code proficiency.It's true that there are those who are truly either mentally orphysically handicapped, but there are provisions under the present rulesfor accommodating them.  Please don't succumb to the arguments of thosewho contend that we should lower our standards since other countries havelowered theirs, that CW is obsolete, and the CW band segments are notused much anyway.  Non of these are valid arguments.  There will alwaysbe those who want something without earning it.  (if it's free, gimmetwo)    Although there was some reservation expressed on other items, therewas concurrence that in general the proposals will serve a usefulpurpose.--------- End message ----------
